
Open Government Partnership, open 
Data and FOI ς A road map towards 

convergence 

http://www.opengovpartnership.org/


Two parallel movements 





Freedom of Information 

RIGHTS 
IMPACT 

TRANSPARENCY/SECRECY 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
ENFORCEMENT 

MONITERING PERFORMANCE 



Å Government Agencies Create and Maintain Authoritative Data 

ï Records (regulatory, financial, reports, etc.) 

ï Statistics (census, crimes, accidents, etc.) 

ï Geodata (resources, transportation, services, etc) 

Å Governments Share Public Sector data on-Web 

ï Raw data, not in report form 

ï Accessible through APIs 

ï Free to access and use 

What Is Open Data? 
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Å Empowering civil society organizations, businesses to: 

ï Access, consume and reuse those data 

ï Develop New Applications  that bring Data into various Contexts 

ï Deliver new and valuable services to citizens 

Å Enhanced Government and Citizen Engagement & Collaboration 

ï Data-rich web applications enable increased transparency, communication, 
efficiency & innovation 



Open Government Data Principles 

ÅGovernments collect and hold information on behalf 
of people, and citizens have a right to seek 
information about governmental activities.  

ÅPromoting increased access to information and 
disclosure about governmental activities at every 
level of government. 

ÅPro-actively provide high-value information, 
including raw data, in a timely manner, in formats 
that the public can easily locate, understand and 
use, and in formats that facilitate reuse.  



FOI v. Open Data ς Essential Differences 

ÅPhilosophical 

ÅImplementation / Technical 
considerations 

ÅCost / Value Considerations 

ÅRoles & Obligations / Institutions & 
Ecosystems 



FOI v. Open Data 

FOI Characteristics 

ÅEmphasis on accountability 
and transparency 

 

ÅAccess to documents 

ÅReactive  

ÅDemand-driven 

ÅReliance on Gatekeepers 

ÅOne-way information 

OGD Characteristics 
Å In addition to accountability / 

transparency; improved service 
delivery /innovation and citizen 
engagement / participation 

ÅAccess to data 

ÅPro-active 

ÅSupply-driven 

ÅReliance on Infomediaries 

Å Interactive communication, 
data sharing 



An Example of FOIA  
GOJ/MOF publish GOJ 

2012 Budget 



An Example of FOIA  
Gleaner publish GOJ 
2012 Budget Online 



An Example of Open Data 
Budget Transparency 

2012/13 Budget 
Visualization 

Å Making budget information available and accessible 
to Civil Society (NGOs, journalists, citizens, etc.)  

Å Provides a basis for discussions, participation  

Å Provides mechanisms for greater civil society 
engagement in the entire budget process.  

Demo: http://caribbeanopeninstitute.org/gojbudget_Functions 



An Example of Open Data 
Budget Transparency 

2012/13 Budget 
Visualization 

Demo: http://caribbeanopeninstitute.org/gojbudget_Functions 

http://caribbeanopeninstitute.org/gojbudget_Functions


Economics of Open Data 
ÅData is the new fuel or the new raw material of the 21st 

century.  

ÅUnlike natural raw materials, data is not diminished when it is 
consumed.  

ÅLike other raw materials, specialist tools and effort are 
required to locate, extract and refine data before it yields 
actionable information ς Developers 

ÅResearch suggests that the key link in the value chain for open 
data is the consumer/citizen 

ÅDirect impact of Open Data on the EU27 economy was 
estimated at ϵ32 Billion in 2010, with an estimated annual 
growth rate of 7% 



Value-Drivers of Open Data 

Ref: Jetzek, Thorhildur, Michel Avital, and Niels Bjørn-Andersen. "The Value of Open Government Data: A 
Strategic Analysis Framework." 2012 Pre-ICIS Workshop. 



Open Data Ecosystem / Actors 
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Convergence 

http://www.danpontefract.com/images/con1.j
pg 



 
THE OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP  -A new multilateral 
initiative that aims to secure concrete commitments from 
governments to promote transparency, empower citizens, 

fight corruption, and harness new technologies to strengthen 

governance.  
 



Basic facts 
ÅLaunched 20 September 

2011 

ÅOverseen by a steering 
committee of 
Governments and Civil 
Society organizations 

Å8 founding governments 
(Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, 
Norway, Philippines, South 
Africa, United Kingdom, 
United States) 

Å 58 countries having formally signaled their 
commitment and/or intent to join this global initiative 



Fiscal Transparency 
 

Access to 
Information 

 
 Disclosures Related 
to Elected or Senior  

 
Public Officials 

 Citizen Engagement 
 



 Eligible countries sign up to Open Gov Declaration 
 
Countries identify key areas to strengthen 
openness  and develop concrete OGP  Action Plan 
with public consultation (Guidelines developed) 
 
Countries secure peer review and technical 
support to implement plan 
 
Provide annual reports that are subject to 
independent review 

How does it work? 



Key Steps to join OGP 
ÅOGP Participation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å STEP 1: Meet the minimum eligibility criteria, and agree to the OGP's five common 
expectations. 

Å STEP 2: Signal the government's intent to participate in OGP by sending a letter to the 
OGP Steering Commitee for posting on the OGP Portal. 

Å STEP 3: Undertake the broad public consultation to inform the government's OGP 
commitments, and identify a multi-stakeholder forum for regular public consultation on 
OGP implementation. 

Å STEP 4: Develop an OGP country plan with concrete commitments on open 
government that address at least one grand challenge, drawing on the expertise 
provided by the OGP networking mechanism as needed. 

Å STEP 5: Participate in peer consultation on the OGP country plan with participants and 
the Steering Committee. 

Å STEP 6: Publicly endorse the OGP Declaration of Principles and deposit the final 
country plan on the OGP portal. 

Å STEP 7: Publish a self-assessment report on progress after 12 months of OGP 
implementation, and cooperate with the independent reporting mechanism in 
generating its own report. 



Key Steps to join OGP 
ÅOpen Government Partnership Eligibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅJamaica already Eligible to Participate in the 
OGP 

 

Å Fiscal Transparency 
ï The timely publication of essential budget documents forms the basic building blocks of 

budget accountability and an open budget system. 

Å Access to Information 
ï !ƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

to government data is essential to the spirit and practice of open government.  

Å  Disclosures Related to Elected or Senior Public Officials 
ï Rules that require public disclosure of income and assets for elected and senior public 

officials are essential to anti-corruption and open, accountable government. 

Å Citizen Engagement 
ï Open Government requires openness to citizen participation and engagement in 

policymaking and governance, including basic protections for civil liberties.  



Key Steps to join OGP 
ÅOpen Government Partnership Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Endorse a high-level Declaration of Principles on Open Government; 

2. Make concrete commitments as part of a country action plan that 
stretches the country beyond current practice; 

3. Develop country action plans through a multi-stakeholder process, 
with the active engagement of citizens and civil society; 

4. Commit to a self-assessment and independent reporting on the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΤ 

5. Contribute to the advancement of open government in other 
countries through sharing of best practices, expertise, technical 
assistance, technologies and resources, as appropriate. 



Key Steps to join OGP 
ÅSelect One or More Grand Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅParticipatory Budgeting is a good candidate 

Å Improving Public Servicesτmeasures that address the full spectrum of citizen 
services including health, education, criminal justice, water, electricity, 
telecommunications and any other relevant service areas, by fostering public 
service improvement or private sector innovation  

Å Increasing Public Integrityτmeasures that address corruption and public ethics, 
access to information, campaign finance reform, and media and civil society 
freedom 

Å More Effectively Managing Public Resourcesτmeasures that address budgets, 
procurement, natural resources and foreign assistance 

Å Creating Safer Communitiesτmeasures that address public safety, the security 
sector, disaster and crisis response, and environmental threats 

Å Increasing Corporate Accountabilityτmeasures that address corporate 
responsibility on issues such as the environment, anti-corruption, consumer 
protection, and community engagement  





Convergence in Commitments 
INDONESIA - 

ÅDevelop One-Map Portal 
 
ÅPublication of revenue information 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Explore the feasibility of establishing a single agency 
mandated by Government to develop a 
comprehensive and publicly accessible portal of 
environmental management information. 
  

 
 





  
 
 
 
 
 

MEXICO  
Regarding Fossil Fuels, geological and geophysical 
information will be published in accordance with 
international transparency parameters so that projects may 
be publicly scrutinized. 
 
 
CHILE 
Chile considers essential the full implementation of the 
rights of access, participation and environmental justice 
enshrined in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration. For this 
reason, Chile promotes the celebration of regional 
conventions for the adoption of Principle 10.  
 
 
 

Action Plans 



BRAZIL 
 
Research study to identify the demands of society in regard 
to access to information, with a view to strengthening active 
transparency policies 
 
Brazil publish specific data  on their transparency portal 

Action Plans 


